On Dignity

Human life is a great gift from God, Who loved each one of us in to being. As every new mom
or dad spends a considerable time looking for their own features in their newborn baby, he’s got
your eyes, she’s got your high cheek bones. Our Heavenly Father also takes great joy in seeing
Himself in each of us, “Let us make human beings in Our image, after Our own likeness.”'

“He first loved us™", then there we were. Each newly conceived human person is so valuable to
Our Lord that He desired the whole human experience, becoming a single celled human
individual in His Mother’s womb. Our well-being so important to Him that He assigns an angel
to remain with us throughout our whole life, to guard, protect and guide us. His love is so
complete that He has chosen to be with us intimately by becoming our food in the Holy
Eucharist! What more can we say to articulate the great God-given dignity that is ours?!

The “right to life” is primary to forming a just society, one that upholds the dignity of every
human person from the moment of conception until natural death. Children who are raised in a
loving, stable and nurturing environment, where children are welcomed as a gift, are more well-
adjusted, intelligent and successful adults. Well, if this is indicative of the family, wouldn’t it
follow that the same holds true for society, for the whole human family?

We need to get back to basics — loving our neighbor. “Love is patient, love is kind... it does not
seek its own interests...it rejoices with the truth.”"" A society that makes the distinction of who is
worthy of care or worthy of life is one that destroys the very essence that will give it a stable and
successful future.

As the Lord God, the Creator of all things holds each one of us in such great esteem, we, as
followers of Jesus Christ need to be like-minded. To change our society, we must change our
own hearts. Let us make it our aim and goal to uphold the dignity of every human person, from
the first moment of conception until natural death.

' Genesis 1:26
" 1John 4:19
" 1Corinthians 13:4-6
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